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got a little smattering of Arabian, mountain wit,
and a little star-gazing knowledge, away they went
to Egypt, and there they set up immediately for
wise men and conjurers, and we scarce know what
of philosophers.

The Egyptians, a wealthy, but, from the very be-
ginning, a superstitious kind of people, always hunt-
ing after secret interpretations, and hidden, reserved
events, poring upon, rather than understanding,
mysterious things, and loving to have strange
stories told them by any one, especially foreigners,
gaped eagerly after the fine tales of these second-
sighted Arabians, drank in their magic as it was
then called, and freely parted with their money to
have their fortunes told them, and the lines in their
palms explained to them by the crafty, wandering
Arabs.

On the contrary, the cunning artists, that, though
they knew nothing of the matter at first, yet seeing
plainly that even that little was esteemed a great
deal, while the people they talked with knew less,
and finding the Egyptians easy to be imposed upon,
willing to be cheated, and particularly contented
to have their pockets picked for the satisfying their
simple curiosity; I say, the cunning wandering
strangers made a good market of them, grew rich,
and famous among them, and kept up the reputa-
tion of their craft by all the subtleties of wit and
invention.

This success encouraging their studies, we may
easily suppose they pushed into all manner of na-
tural inquiries, and, as far as they were able, im-
proved themselves, and furnished their heads with
the knowledge of human things, such as reason,
philosophy, and natural experiments, might supply ;
and at length, pushing at everything, they found
the way, or he found it out for them, as I have al-
ready observed, to deal with the Devil. And thus